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WHEN TO TAKE WHICH SAT 
 
SPRING 2015 – CURRENT SAT – Gr. 11’s who will graduate in 2016   
 
FALL 2015 – CURRENT SAT – Gr. 12’s who will graduate in 2016 with last chance to take SAT     
 
FALL 2015 – CURRENT SAT – Gr. 11’s who will graduate in 2017 
 
Educators’ recommendation is that students from the Class of 2017 should take the current SAT 
and the new SAT to see which test yields a higher score. This means that you should take the 
current SAT in fall of 2015 and the new version in spring of 2016. 
 
SPRING 2016 – NEW SAT – Everyone! 
 

THIS IS WHAT WE ARE RECOMMENDING! 
 

MAJOR CHANGES 
 

No Penalty for Wrong Answers. The redesigned SAT will remove the penalty for wrong 
answers. Students will earn points for the questions they answer correctly. This move to rights-
only scoring encourages students to give the best answer they have to every problem. 
 
The revised SAT returns to a 1,600 point scale from a 2,400 point scale by making the 
essay portion optional (like the ACT, although the scoring is different). It also trims the number 
of multiple-choice questions to four from five, more in line with most sections of the ACT. 

 
Timing: Back to a 3 hour test with 50 minute optional essay – no longer opinion based. The 
new test will have a 65-minute critical reading section with 52 questions, a 35-minute written 
language test with 44 questions, and an 80-minute math section.  It will be 10 minutes longer 
and will come in two parts: a 55-minute section with 37 questions on which students may use a 
calculator, and a 25-minute section with 20 questions on which students may NOT use a 
calculator.  

 
ESSAY 

 
The 50 minute essay, which will be optional, will require students to read a passage and explain 
how the author constructed an argument – asking students to analyze a given argument rather 
than take a stance on a question.   
 
For example: 
As you read the passage, consider how Dana Gioia uses evidence, such as facts or examples, 
to support claims, reasoning to develop ideas and to connect claims and evidence, stylistic or 
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persuasive elements, such as word choice or appeals to emotion, to add power to the ideas 
expressed.  
 
Write an essay in which you explain how Dana Gioia builds an argument to persuade his 
audience that the decline of reading in America will have a negative effect on society. In your 
essay, analyze how Gioia uses one or more of the features listed in the box above (or features 
of your own choice) to strengthen the logic and persuasiveness of his argument. Be sure that 
your analysis focuses on the most relevant features of the passage. Your essay should not 
explain whether you agree with Gioia’s claims, but rather explain how Gioia builds an argument 
to persuade his audience.  

 
GRAMMAR 

 
The separate writing section will be discontinued. Grammar will be tested as part of the Reading 
Passage Section like the ACT. The type of grammar tested will be very similar to the grammar 
tested now but may include a few more applications of commas. ALL of ASI’s DIRTY DOZEN 
rules will still apply. 

 
VOCABULARY 

 
No more semi-obscure words like 'prestidigitation', but will now focus on thoroughly 
understanding all definitions of more common words - alleviate, coincide, congenial, indelible, 
discord, mention, emerge, admit, perform, fortunate, require or maintain. However, students can 
no longer get an answer by just having a sense of the word, without knowing exact definitions. 
They Must know ALL definitions of the word and which definition to choose according to specific 
content. A passage may use a word like 'dedicated' in five or six different ways and students will 
need to know ALL meanings of the word and how it is used in context. 

 
VOCABULARY IN CONTEXT 

 
Reading questions will include literature and literary nonfiction, but also feature charts, graphs, 
and passages like the ones students are likely to encounter in science, social science. No prior 
knowledge of any of these topics is necessary. Students just need to be able to understand the 
wording and interpret the data presented. The College Board says they will now only use 
excerpts from governmental or global conversations so passages may be dry and cryptic.     
 

MATH 
 
College Board is using complicated terminology for math like 'heart of algebra' or 'passport to 
advanced algebra' or 'problem solving data interpretation'.  But these can still solved by ASI’s 
No-Brainers of Left-handed Knowledge. Now they will throw in simple trigonometry and more 
table and graph analyses that are presently covered by our charts and graphs section.  


